GOETHE S   REPUTATION  IN   ENGLAND   DURING  HIS   LIFETIME
of thanks from him whose reputation he had thus attempted to
extend. ... In addition to this cause of alienation, there is also in
most of Goethe's writings a tone which did not harmonize with
William Taylor's mind. His characters are indeed naturally and
forcibly drawn, but he invents for them situations so extravagant
as to be repugnant to our habits, nature and reason. The Epicur-
eanism of the disciple of Wieland turned with distaste from such
exhibitions. Slightly noticed, for these reasons, in William Tay-
lor's early reviews of German literature, Goethe occupies in this
collective assemblage of them a less prominent station than many
think him entitled to hold; and they will also probably find indica-
tions of the *alte GrolT still lingering in the few short comments
on his more recent works."1
When Taylor was visited by Crabb Robinson at Norwich in
1813, the latter noted in his diary: "We talked on German litera-
ture in which Taylor is a heretic, for he does not acknowledge the
supremacy of Goethe", and a propos of the Survey he said in 1828
that though it was a very sensible book, it would not recommend
German poetry to English readers, that Taylor knew little of the
really great men. In a letter to Goethe, however, in the following
year Robinson praised the translation of Iphigenie, which "as it
was the first, so it remains the best, version of any of your larger
poems." He also, in an article in The Monthly Repository in 1832,
defended Taylor against Carlyle's attack, but the misleading effect
of the Survey on the general public may be gauged from a letter
written to Taylor by a gentleman in 1829 after he had read the
first two volumes and before the third volume dealing with Her-
der, Goethe and Schiller had appeared. He said that he owed to
them all the information he possessed of German poetry.-* I long,"
he wrote, "to see the third volume; but I suspect that the golden
age of German poetry expired with Wieland."
Crabb Robinson, unlike Taylor, recognized and emphasized the
outstanding quality and significance of Goethe and, though he
published comparatively little critical work, he exercised con-
siderable influence as the propagator of a knowledge of German
1J. W. Robberds: A Memoir of the Life and Writings of the late William
Taylor of Norwich (2 vols., London, 1843).
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